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Merino wool tops are stretched, but not set, during 
OptimTM processing, constructing the fabric at a very 
high level of thread density in warp and weft.

It is only when the fabric is wet-finished that the 
stretch is released, causing the yarns to contract, thus 
leading to an extreme tightening of the fabric structure, 
and the creation of the immensely dense fabric.

Advancements using OPTIM processing and stretch 
technology have led to double face fabrics, luxurious 
drape fabrics, and soft hand feel qualities, all using 
100% Merino wool. 

For more information contact trade-extension@wool.com 
Or visit woolmark.com
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WOOL 
FOOTWEAR

Enhanced comfort

Machine washable

Run sock-free

Breathability

Odour management



GD
34
03

Advancements in knitting technology have facilitated 
the use of wool in footwear. Combining wool with 
different yarns in a shoe upper draws on wool’s natural 
properties to promote dryness, breathability, freshness 
(anti-odour), comfort and warmth. Particularly with 
fully fashioned knitwear uppers, waste is reduced by 
directly mounting the shaped piece onto the sole of 
the shoe. 

For outer layers of a shoe upper, the wool fibre may 
be core spun with a nylon filament to promote strong 
abrasion resistance. Inner layer footwear uppers, that 
sit next to skin, can very easily be 100% wool, or a 
wool blend. 
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