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Merino wool tops are stretched, but not set, during 
OptimTM processing, constructing the fabric at a very 
high level of thread density in warp and weft.

It is only when the fabric is wet-finished that the 
stretch is released, causing the yarns to contract, thus 
leading to an extreme tightening of the fabric structure, 
and the creation of the immensely dense fabric.

Advancements using OPTIM processing and stretch 
technology have led to double face fabrics, luxurious 
drape fabrics, and soft hand feel qualities, all using 
100% Merino wool. 

For more information contact trade-extension@wool.com 
Or visit woolmark.com
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Velvet, or Velour when knitted, is a fabric prevalent in 
textile history and synonymous with luxury. 

The addition of wool elevates the already premium 
velvet fabric features whilst also adding an elegant 
drape, improved stain resistance and most importantly 
warmth and insulation to the end use product. 

Manufacturing both traditional velour and velvet 
includes a shaving or thread cutting process which 
results in fibre shredding – wool’s natural properties 
mitigate excessive landfill contribution whilst 
avoiding chemical waste generation associated with 
synthetic velvet.
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