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2025/26 Aust. Wool offering Weekly currency movements Eastern Market Indicator (EMI)

Bales offered 29,844 |AUD:USD 0.7108 -1.78% AUD 1,880 ac’/kg

Clearance rate % 96% AUD:CNY 4.8383 -1.61% usD 1,336 usc/kg -21 usc/kg -1.57%
Bales sold 28,647 |AUD:EUR 0.6126 -0.71% CNY 90.96 ¥/kg -1.29 ¥/kg -1.40%
Bales sold season 1,287,205 | RBA close rates 20 May 2026 EUR 11.52 €/kg -0.06 €/kg -0.50%

AWI Market Commentary

The Australian wool market edged slightly higher this week, with the Western Market Indicator (WM)

EMI gaining 4 cents to close at 1,880 ac/kg following the 47th sale of  aAup 2,086 aclkg -3 aclkg -0.14%
the season. In the west, the WMI eased modestly by 3 cents to finish
at 2,086 ac/kg. While the AUD softened slightly during the week, usD 1,483 usc/kg  -29 usc/kg -1.92%

historically it remains at relatively elevated levels, continuing to
present headwinds for the wool trade in USD denominated returns,

with the EMI falling by 21 US cents and the WMI by 29 US cents. 12 month Market Indicators 20th May 2026

Across the catalogue, fine Merino types (16.5—-19.0um) were 2,150

generally 5-10 cents dearer, while medium Merinos (19.5-24.0um)

were unchanged to slightly easier. Crossbreds (25-32um) again 2,050

continued their strong run, lifting 25-30 cents, while cardings added

15—20 cents. 1.950 WMI Auc 2,086 (-3)
The headline again this week was the continued strength in the

crossbred and cardings sectors, which remained the best 1,850

performing areas of the market. Across the southern and northern

selling centres, crossbred Micron Price Guide percentile rankings 1,750

are now sitting at or above the 99th percentile over the past five
years, highlighting the elevated pricing levels currently being

achieved in these categories. Strong competition for broader 1,650

microns and carding types continues to reflect solid demand for

lower-cost raw wool. 1,550

The market remains broadly well supported, however buying activity . EMI Auc 1,880 (+4)

continues to operate within an increasingly selective environment.
Industry sentiment suggests the trade has moved from a critically
underbought position earlier in the year to a more partially covered ~ 1.3%0
state. Combined with the recent market strength, buyers are now

placing greater emphasis on specification rather than overall 1,250
volume. Price spreads between higher and lower specification wool
are becoming increasingly evident as buyers place stronger 1,150

premiums on well-presented and better specified lots, as they look
to manage tightening trading margins.

Next week has 27,334 bales on offer, with Fremantle selling
Tuesday and Melbourne and Sydney selling Tuesday-Wednesday. 950

EMI Usc 1,336 (-21)
1,050

Scheduled Australian wool at auction offerings 850
Sale week 2025/26 est. 2024/25 actual 250
Week 48 27,334 bales 26,278 bales PP PP PP PGP P P g O
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Week 49 28,675 bales 22,806 bales q/g\ o ,)9\ o ,19\ N ,19\ ,19\ ,,9\ N ,19\ ,}9\ ,19\
Week 50 29,000 bales* 28,882 bales
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